low prices, which prevailed, start-
ing in 1930, for almost 20 years,
compelled many farmers to aban-
don their plantations (more than 1
billion coffee shrubs were gradually
destroyed) and use the land for
other crops, pasture or reforesta-
tion; and (b) the competition offered
by virgin lands in Northwest Sao
Paulo and in neighboring States, es-
pecially Parana, led thousands of
paulista coffee growers to move
over to these regions, where per
acre yields are higher than at pres-
ent in most of Sao Paulo’s old coffee
producing areas. Intensive indus-
trialization, especially in  this
State’s capital is also contributing
to the migration of rural workers to
urban areas.

But, what is Sao Paulo doing to
recover its coffee industry? As will
be shown in the next paragraphs,
this State is taking measures, prob-
ably of no apparent immediate ef-
feet, however of basic importance
to the stabilizing of its main agri-
cultural activity — coffee —in the
not too distant future.

No doubt, Sac Paulo has large
areas of excellent soils and of ex-
tremely favorable climatic condi-
tions to allow very high yields per
acre of coffee of good cup quality.
In these areas still hundreds of old

Fazendas exist. Some of these have
no coffee left, others still keep part
or all of it, the plantations offering
all degrees of growth conditions,
from almost totally depleted ones
to others of fairly high yields.

Crop Diversification Needed

The main problem at present is to
promote a profound reorganization
of these farms by diversifying
crops, introducing or expanding
some kind of animal industry on the
farm (dairy, poultry, etc.) and by
maintaining the coffee acreage on a
convenient level, as the goal is to
change over from an extensive
farming to intensive scientific coffee
growing in order to get highest per-
acre yields of coffee of high quality.
If the farm has some reasonably
good coffee left, these plots are im-
proved through replanting missing
shrubs, preventing erosion through
suitable methods and by heavily
fertilizing the whole plantation.

But even on these farms, a grad-
ual substitution of all old plots is
usually recommended, by entirely
new plantations to be established,
according to the most modern
methods. Where no old plantations
are left, the best sites are to be
selected for the establishment of
small new plantations. The idea is

therefore to organize well balanced
farms, where coffee represents only
one of the main activities. Small
one family holdings, keeping only
up to five thousands coffee shrubs,
are also being favored and repre-
sent an important step in the pres-
ent reorganization of the paulista
coffee industry.

Research Provides Foundation

Very fortunately, enough re-
search on coffee has been conduc-
ted, during the last quarter of a
century, specially by the staff of
the Agronomic Institute at Campin-
as, to provide the necessary scie
fic foundation to guide paulista cof-
fee farmers in their pioneer efforts
to stabilize the country’s main ag-
ricultural industry. Some thirty sci-
entists, specializing in various fields,
as botany, genetics, cytology, nutri-
tion, soils, soil conservation, irriga-
tion, mechanization, processing, etc.
are at present carrying out some
120 different projects, all related to
the improvement of coffee growing
and processing. The huge breeding
projeet, carried out at six regional
experiment stations and comprising
more than 60,000 shrubs, has al-
ready resulted in the production of
excellent, high yielding strains, of
which, in the present year, some
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